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“Welcoming, Growing, Sharing God’s Love, Meeting Needs” 

Dear Friends –  
     Back in September, I became aware of some spine/neck issues.  After a series of tests, I was  
diagnosed with two herniated discs and bone spurs.  The neurosurgeon suggested that I  
undergo surgery to relieve the pain that these spine/neck issues were causing me.   Just over two 
weeks ago, I had surgery that relieved the pain in my arm and shoulder.  Thanks be to God. 
     I’m thankful for all the support St. Philip has given me.  The prayers and cards and meals were a  
tremendous help to me and my family.  Thank you for your generous caring.   
     Upon doctors’ orders I will be working part time for the next few weeks.  Special thanks to Alissa 

for handling everything as I recover.  And again, thanks for the prayers, support, encouragement, cards and meals that were 
given.   
      
Blessings and Peace, Greg  

              Spiritual Classics 
 
 

Last month’s Punch article quoted comments from 
members who spent a year reading and discussing 
the book Classic Devotions.  Tuesday, January 16th, 
7:00 – 8:30 PM, we began to read a very similar 
book.  This new book is titled Spiritual Classics  

edited by Richard J. Foster and Emilie Griffin.  But we are going 
to take this book in short periods of time.  On January 16th, we 
provided an overview of the weekly process and readings and a  
review of the different traditions that make up the spiritual life.  
On January 23rd, we will begin reading and talking about each 
week’s reading until the season of Lent.  This will mean we will 
gather four weeks to read and discuss the readings in the first  
section of the book “Meditation.”  Please plan on joining us for 
this special book study.  If you have questions, please ask Rev. 
Garis or Rev. Conner. 

At a special congregational meeting on January 
14th, the following people were nominated by 
the nominating committee to serve as Elders 
and Deacons. 

 

                                As Ruling Elder for the Class of 2020: 
          Warren Qualley 
           Patty O'Brien 
          Bob Baker 
           Sheri Siler 
          Melissa Moffet (Youth Elder) 
 
 As Deacons for the Class of 2019: 
          John Edwards 
         Rosemary Zimmer 
         Karen Qualley 
         Cathy Shoop 
            Linda Sprinkel 
         Cheryl Stewart 
          Daphene Flagg 

 

                        Rev. Greg Garis’s Sabbatical - 2018 

                                    St. Philip Church personnel policy allows for our pastors to take a sabbatical leave once every 7 years. 
                                       Our session has approved Rev. Garis to take a 3 month sabbatical leave in the summer of 2018, based  
                                       on the fact he will have served our congregation the required 7 years at that time.  
 
Rev Garis has stated, “I understand that a sabbatical is a gift from the congregation, and I am thankful and grateful for the  
opportunity to take a sabbatical.” 
 
So, what exactly is a sabbatical? 
Grace Presbytery defines a sabbatical leave as “a planned time of study and renewal by which one seeks personal and  
professional growth.  It is an opportunity for an individual to disengage from regular and routine tasks so that the ministry may 
be viewed from a new perspective, and the soul renewed to serve refreshed.   It is not a prolonged vacation.   Through  
reflection, prayer, rest, study and travel, one finds the promise of God who sustains us through a period of reflection, leading to 
the renewal of energy upon the return to the permanent call. 
Sabbatical leave is beneficial, both to ministry professionals and to the churches they serve.  Sabbatical leave can help church 
professionals refocus their vision and find renewed sense of call.  Often, it is needed to engage in a new or intensive continuing 
education experience not made possible in a shorter time period.”  Some of the items that Rev. Greg Garis is considering to  
include as part of his sabbatical are:  

     A week in the Iona community in Scotland 

     Attending the Presbyterian General Assembly in St. Louis 

     Visiting 3 Presbyterian churches in Texas that are growing  
    congregations 

     Time to rest, read, pray and enjoy family and friends 
 
More information on the itinerary will be available as the agenda is finalized.  Funding for a portion of this sabbatical will come 
from the unused 2017 pastor travel and education budget as well as these same items in the 2018 budget. 

 
Contact Grace Bosworth or any Personnel Committee member if any questions. 



 

 

St. Philip Presbyterian Women Calendar 
 
 

January 23rd  Tues  6:00 p.m.   Painting/Wine, Appetizers- Youth Hall 
           Valentines for Itasca Children's Home 
                                                       All women of the church invited 

                       
February 6     Tues      10:00 a.m.       PW Coordinating Team meeting- Parlor 
February 7     Wed    12:00 p.m.       Life Circle, Lesson 4, bring a sack lunch- Parlor 
February 8     Thurs   1:30 p.m.        PW Bible Leaders Lesson 5 – Pastor Study 
February 13    Tues   9:30 a.m.    Grace Circle- Room 11 
February 13    Tues  10:00 a.m.   Sheila Bradley Circle – Parlor 
 
Mission/Fellowship TBD 

 

A friend sent a Christmas card done in numbers: how old she was, how old her husband was, the 
number of  years they had been married, the number of  people they had over on Thanksgiving.  
This got me thinking about our Financial Aid program in numbers: 
 
 We see 144 people in a year. 
 
 We help each client with about $200. 
 
 This equals $28,000 a year. 
 
 So our ten years equals $280,000. 
 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU for your continued and consistent support of  this program for the 
people of  our community.  We are truly blessed to be a part of  this and the rewards have touched 
our hearts over and over again.  Also, we could not have done this without the wonderful support 
of  our office staff!  Blessings to all in 2018! 
 
Carol Sanders and Diane Keller 

  Dear Friends at St. Philip, 
 
  St. Philip has been a vital supporter of Mid-Cities Care Corps mission “to preserve the independence 
  of senior neighbors in N.E. Tarrant county” by providing office space, volunteers, and support.   
  Through the 36 year MCCC history and this partnership, thousands of seniors have received 
  life-changing services through the three programs of TRANSPORTATION to medical  
  appointments, HELPING HANDS for minor home repairs and installation of wheel chair 
  ramps, and SOCIAL OUTREACH with the opportunity to connect through monthly social  
  events.  As the population ages the demand for our services in the eleven community served 
  continues to increase.  
  We are thankful that St. Philip has chosen to accommodate MCCC with additional office  

space for our expanding staff in room A.  Know the MCCC welcome mat is always out and a cup of coffee brewing. As we  
settle in we look forward to scheduling an open house on an upcoming Sunday for you all to stop by our office and meet the 
staff.  
 
THANK YOU to the St. Philip membership for your continuing spirit and teaming with MCCC. Your support and spirit is a 
vital foundation for the exciting and growing MCCC opportunities to serve the senior neighbors in our community.  
 
Blessings,  
Duane E. Buuck 
Executive Director 

Mid-Cities Care Corps  



 Financial Report      December          Year to date 
 

           Pledges      $ 37,201.00           $416,685.84 
  Non-Pledges     $ 23,771.50           $  95,225.24 
   Other     $       60.32             $  50,351.80 
                           $ 61,042.82           $562,262.88 
 
        Expenses        $ 64,821.40           $526,725.43 
     $(3,778.58)           $  35,537.45 
 
                                                
      Thanks to everyone for their continued support of St. Philip.   

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
December 2017 
 
 

SESSION APPROVED the following items during its regular stated meeting  
on December 19, 2017: 
 2018 Communion dates: Every Sunday for the 8:30 am service. For the late service,  

January thru December 1st Sunday of the month and Easter, Maundy Thursday,  
Pentecost, Christ the King, 1st Sunday of Advent (coincides with 1st Sunday of  
December), Christmas Eve, Session Retreat and Women's Retreat.   

 Putting up the 2018 Flower Chart on the Oak Terrace. 
 Congregational Life/Nurture holding a book group in the library the 4th Monday of each month from 1:30-

2:30 pm beginning in January of 2018.  
 Cub Scout Pack 254 using the Fellowship Hall for their annual Pinewood Derby on January 27, 2018 from 

8:30AM to about 4:00PM 
 Girl Scouts having a Multi Girl Scout Cookie Booth on the Oak Terrace on Sunday January 14th 
 Girl Scouts giving a Minute for Mission on Sunday, January 7th at both worship services to promote their 

cookie sales 

 Hal Shane and Paul Adrian as 2018 check-signers for St. Philip 

 Setting Greg’s 2018 Housing Allowance at $50,000. (Shift of compensation from salary to housing; bottom 

line compensation does not change.) 

 Setting Alissa’s 2018 Housing Allowance at $17,000.  (Shifting compensation as with  

Pastor’s compensation package.) 

 The Community Garden website, and a banner to advertise the garden.  The banner, if placed on the 

church building, would not count against the city limit of four banners per year.  The Community Garden 

Team also requested some space in the garage to place a refrigerator for produce storage until it is delivered 

to one of the food pantries. 

Childhood Education Teams 
 
We are forming teams now for the 2018 Children's Programs.   

Every year, we host a variety of programs and special events for 

the children of St. Philip and the community.  They don't just 

happen.  It takes a team of people committed to making it  

happen.  Most events only require a few weeks planning to pull 

them together, and some could be managed with a team of 1-2 

people.  If you are interested in assisting with the planning of any 

of the following events, please contact Jennifer Stark at 

randjstark@yahoo.com.   

 

KidQuake Sponsors (need male and female -  

usually a weekend in March or April, Date TBD) 

Girl Scout Sunday (March 11) 

Boy Scout Sunday (Feb. 4) 

Easter Egg Hunt (Mar. 31) 

Children's Sabbath (Date TBD) 

P.R.A.Y. Program (Date TBD) 

VBS (July 16-19) 

Kick Off Sunday (approx. Aug. 19) 

Trunk or Treat (Oct. 27) 

Advent Festival (Nov. 25) 

Christmas Eve Pageant (Dec. 24) 

 

 

 
Note of the Week from Joshua Brown… 

 
     We hope all of you have enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas with family and friends.  We look  
forward to a lovely spring.  The Chancel Choir is 
working on several anthems, some you will  
recognize and some which are new.   We look 
forward to sharing their musical gifts over the 
next several weeks. The Adult Handbell  
Ensemble will start rehearsals again on 1/21 and 
we look forward to having them perform again in 
the worship services soon.  
     This January marks the start of Dr. Vern 
Boyd’s tenure as the (non-interim, permanent) 
organist.  Vern has been such a blessing to St. 
Philip sharing his musical knowledge and skills 
with us faithfully for nearly a decade.  We are 
thrilled to have him continue in this new role and 
pray for continued blessings on his ministry 
through music.   
     As we start 2018, we would love for you to 
join one of the musical ensembles at St. Phil-
ip.  You can fill out our online registration form 
at www.tinyurl.com/stphilmusicregistration or 
email me at joshuab@stphil.org.   

 

N.E.E.D  
 

This month the following requests have 
been made: 
 

Dish Soap 
Laundry Soap 
Crackers 
Shampoo 
Rotel Tomatoes 
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 

Your Mission Outreach Committee 

Refried Beans 
Black Beans 
Toothpaste 
Pudding 

mailto:randjstark@yahoo.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/stphilmusicregistration
mailto:joshuab@stphil.org


             January/February 2018 

  Youth meet every Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the Youth Hall. 

01/21      5:00 p.m.– Topic Discussions 

01/26      5:00 p.m.– SHYC(26th-28th)-Austin College, 

               Sherman, TX for students grades 9th-12th 

02/04      8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.– Super Bowl Sub Sandwich  

               Sale 

02/11      6-9:00 p.m.– Valentine’s Babysitting Fundraiser 

02/16      5-8:00 p.m.– Ft. Worth Scavenger Hunt/Lock-in 

 
YOUNG ADULTS 

Gather together on Thursdays at  
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Hall,  
or a place to be determined,  

for fellowship and discussion. 
 

For more information contact  
Rev. Alissa Conner 

YOUTH CALENDAR 
AND EVENTS 

Confirmation Events 
January 21st 

12:30-2:30 p.m.-Kay Lynn’s Pantry, Lunch in Youth Hall, Confirmands and Sponsors 
February 18th 

6-7:30 p.m.-Session meeting, Confirmands and Sponsors 

The Super Bowl is February 4th  
You can plan your feast now… 

 
The youth group from St. Philip  

is ready to prepare your game day feast! 
 

Place your order now for one of our wonderfully delicious  
meatball sub sandwiches.  Sandwiches are individually wrapped  

                                        and ready for heating and eating!  Pre-Ordered subs can be picked-up 
                                         after the 8:30 and 11:00 services on February 4th 

 
All proceeds help support Youth Summer Camps and Conferences.   

 
 

The youth of St. Philip are babysitting  
Sunday,  February 11th  

 from 6pm-9:30 p.m. at St. Philip.   
 

We have a fun filled evening planned for children  
(infants to 5th grade).   

 

The Youth (6th-12th graders) will be here to baby-sit your 
child, grandchild, neighbor, or friend. They will be supervised 

by adult sponsors from the church. 
 

Dinner will be served. 
 

The cost is $20 for the first child and $15 for each  
additional child each evening.  

 

(No family will pay more than $40 for the evening) 
 

Collect a registration form in the office or contact  
alissak@stphil.org.   

 
 

Registrations due Feb 8.   

mailto:alissak@stphil.org


 

LESSONS & NEWS FOR 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip Sunday School children and youth will be studying the following during classes 
starting at 9:45 A.M. during the months of  January and February. 
 

Birth-Age 2 children will hear Bible stories that are designed for young learners Room 18 
Ages 2-Pre K are studying In January,- “Jesus’ Miracles”, In February, Zacchaeus Room 4 
Ages K-2nd grade and 3rd - 5th grade are using the Growing with Grace and Gratitude curriculum, 
which is rooted in the foundation of Presbyterian identity where God's grace and our gratitude are the 
heartbeat of our faith, life, and worship; and which extends an invitation to discipleship that inspires 
children to learn and practice hospitality, generosity, and love; and which reaches beyond Sunday 
morning, encouraging children to live their lives as an expression of God's grace. 
Ages K-2nd grade begin in Room 10 and move to Room 7. 
3rd-5th grade begin in Room 10 and move to Room 8. 
Jr. High (6th-8th grades) will be using Echo the Story, which is a 12-week Bible overview for youth 
using storytelling, creative reflection, and dialogue. Loft  
Sr. High (9th-12th grades) will be using Feasting on the Word, which provides opportunities for this age 
group to explore their personal and communal identity in Jesus Christ through meaningful community 
building experiences, engaging Bible study, and relevant learning activities. Biblical stories will come alive 
in new and creative ways. In response to God’s amazing, unconditional love, youth will be challenged to 
put their faith into action as they grow to understand themselves as Christ’s disciples. Youth Hall  

   Sunday School Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
 
Joy Class is for adults with intellectual or developmental disabilities.   
We combine instruction, music and crafts to teach adults the basics of 
the Christian faith.  This class uses shared leadership and is studying 
compassion.   
Parlor 
 
Alpha Class: January and February will be studying 2 Corinthians. 
Library 
 
Feasting on the Word Class: January and February will be studying the following topics: 
January 21st, will consider how discipleship is initiated and sustained by the gracious call of Jesus Christ. 
January 28th, will consider the ways recounting God’s faithfulness to the covenant calls forth praise and strengthens 
faith. 
February 4th, will explore the ways Jesus’ healing ministry guides the healing work of the church today. 
February 11th, will explore the transfiguration as affirming Jesus’ mission and calling us to follow in the way of the 
cross. 
February 18th, will explore the implications of God’s everlasting covenant with every living creature and all 
generations. 
February 25th, will weigh the cost and hope of accepting faith’s call to follow God’s Christ. 
Room  11 
                                                           Visitors are welcome! 

St. Philip Presbyterian Church 

 

 
 

Join the Mariners on January 20th  
for Pot Luck Dinner  

and a game of Mexican Train  
in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Everyone is Welcome 

 
For more information contact 

 Joe or Paula Flores at 817-284-2771.  
 

1st, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.  
January 24th at Texan Kitchen  
405 E. Pipeline Rd., Bedford 

  
All men of the church and visitors are  

welcome.  No age limits or requirements.       
 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE, DONUTS,   
AND  FELLOWSHIP! 

MEN’S MEN’S MEN’S    

COFFEECOFFEECOFFEE   

FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP   



 

  

St. Philip Preschool Greeting Card Sale 

January 16th-30th 
St. Philip Preschool will be selling gift box of 30 cards each for $30!  This is a great way to be 

ready for the year with cards on hand!   Come by the office, email cindyb@stphil.org or call  

817-282-0557 to place your order.  Make checks payable to St. Philip Preschool.   

We will notify you when the cards arrive. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cindyb@stphil.org


 

 
 
   

 
1st Bob Cook 
1st Karen Qualley 
1st Joe Sogan 
2nd Julie Norton 
3rd Patty O’Brien 
3rd Courtney Mullins 
4th Melissa Moffett 
5th Bobbie Wied 
5th Jennifer Stark 
8th Sherry Smith  
8th Susan  Billings 
9th Joe Flores 
9th Madison McLain 
11th Imogene Mecaskey 
11th Randy Welch 
11th Lindsay Zimmer 
13th Hope Garis 
17th Louise Scheuchl 
17th Donna MacLeod 
20th Esther Johnson 
20th Elma Lee Mulkey 
22nd Yao Senagbe 
25th Bobby  Rippe 
26th Scott Allen 
28th Pat Swanzy 
29th Susan Neal 
30th Jake Skodak 
30th Greg Garis 
31st J.W. Shaunty 
31st Jackie Berry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1st Bob Urban 
3rd Michelle Agee 
4th Barbara Lambert 
6th Ian Poston 
7th George Staples 
8th Ellis Rogers 
8th Steve Noakes 
9th Zachary Saunders 
9th Godwin Senagbe 
10th Ben Skodak 
11th Pat Kee 
12th Bruce Cleveland 
12th Sherri Siler 
12th Sharon Curry 
14th Scott Forester 
15th Betsy Smith 
15th Steve Koenig 
20th Betty Laehr 
21st Ashley Hansen 
22nd Lynette Mercer 
26th Doris Wilk 
26th  Diane Keller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1st Stacy Camp 
3rd Austin Thompson 
4th Debby Shipp 
5th David MacGregor 
5th Jamie Corneby 
7th Ann Treleven 
8th Don Weston 
8th Liz Hailey 
10th Judy Boyd 
11th Emily Caswell 
11th Erin Caswell 
12th Jennifer Umphress 
13th Addison Haney 
16th Donna Koenig 
16th Glenn Mullins 
17th John Buckalew 
18th Lauren Andrade 
19th Jack David 
20th Claude Speake 
22nd Jim Toler 
24th Randy Stark 
25th Charlotte Staples 
26th Mary Ellen Evans 
29th Jane Clee 
30th Harrison Whitehead 
31st Rev. Alissa Conner 
31st Jim Larwood 
31st Bill McKeown 
31st Don Whitwell 
31st Travis Perez 
 

 
 
 

Love to Read?   
Ready to read and discuss your new favorite book?   

St. Philip is beginning a Book Group  
on  January 22 at 1:30.  

 
We will read one book a month then meet in the library to discuss it.   
The first book is The Atomic Weight of Love by Elizabeth Church.   

We will meet the 4th Monday of each month  
in the Library of St. Philip at 1:30.  

 
                 Come join us. All are invited and all are welcome. 

 
 For more information contact Susan Riley at  

mstriley@att.net or 817-880-3602.   

NEW 

mailto:mstriley@att.net
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St. Philip on Social Media 
Calling all Facebook Friends: come join our SPPC Facebook and Twitter community!  Stay updated on all the latest 
events and news in our church community.  Do you have information or pictures that you want to share with the rest of 
the congregation?  You can now email all your  details to socialmedia@stphil.org!  Like us, follow us, join us! 
                                

                                
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                          facebook.com/stphilhursttx 
                            
                                     

                                    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                   @stphiliphurst 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  The Family of Regina Fitch, mother of Karen David, passed away December 22nd 
in Lawrenceville, IL, at age 103...Harrison Whitehead is recovering from a neck injury...Randy Welch is at home 
recovering from surgery...Sally Starr is recovering at home after a stay at HEB Hospital...Susan Riley is 
undergoing medical tests 
CONTINUE IN PRAYER FOR:  Leah Moore...Chloe Brownlee...Debbie Bradley...Sandy Barlow...Maria 
Mbungo...Phillip Mbungo...Don Weston…Stevie Noakes...David French...Barbara Hanley Meyer…Jim Wood…
Mark Marquez…Pat Culp…Shay Corneby…Jim Toler…Charlotte Mecaskey...Virginia Reed…Cindy Simmons…Paul 
and June Holman…Tim Anderson...Joy McClasky…Bailey Atchley…Jennifer Hunter…Shelly Blevins…John 
Dietz…Andrew Dietz...Mary Ann Nicholson…Mary Jo Wood…Ellis Rogers…Lu and Sara Brewer…Elma Lee 
Mulkey…Ben Cross…Colby Steddum 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE IN THE MILITARY: Ryan Erwin, grandson of Sue Ora...Michael 
Simmons, grandson of Ann Simmons...Joshua Bosworth, son of Curt & Grace Bosworth…Jesse Dean Swanzy, 
Grandson of Wayne & Pat Swanzy…Tanner Sprinkel, grandson of Linda Sprinkel…Zach Saunders, Tom & Lynette 
Mercer’s son…Josh Peck, son of Sherri Siler…Jennifer Reynolds, daughter of Margaret Reynolds…Matt & Cosmo 
Romo, great-nephews of Liz Hailey…Ben Temple, grandson of Tal & Jaylon Buie…Austin MacLeod, grandson of 
Lillian MacLeod...Caitlin Nance and Cameron Howard, granddaughter and grandson-in-law of Max and Ann 
McKee…Matt Kiser & David Kiser, sons of Helene Kiser 

mailto:socialmedia@stphil.org
http://facebook.com/stphilhursttx

